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The Regional Expert Consultation Meeting on “Fall Armyworm – the status, 

challenges and experiences among the SAARC Member States” was held on 27-28 

January 2021. It was organized by SAARC Agriculture Centre (SAC) in a virtual mode 

and the National Focal Experts from all eight SAARC Member Countries have 

participated in this important meeting. The Director of SAARC Agriculture Centre, Dr. 

Md. Baktear Hossain cordially welcomed the participants and emphasized the importance 

of the meeting as Fall Armyworm (FAW) is an invasive pest severely affecting some of 

the important crops and their production in South Asia. MrAbdurRouf, Additional 

Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, Bangladesh graced the occasion as Special guest 

during the inaugural session.  In absence of Chief Guest, Dr Sreekanth Attaluri, Senior 

Program Specialist (Crops) delivered the speech of Chief Guest Mr Md. Mesbahul Islam, 

Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, Government of Bangladesh during the opening 

session of the meeting. The Chief Guest conveyed the important role played by SAC in 

coordinating and creating common platforms for the experts of the region to share their 

knowledge and experiences and to disseminate the information particularly on the 

effective control of Fall Armyworm in the region.  MrRouf also emphasized the need to 

control the trans-boundary pests, sharing of technologies developed by Entomologists of 

various research institutes, as well as to prepare necessary strategies to cope up the 

increased demand for food during the COVID 19 pandemic in South Asia.  The 

contributions made by the SAC in disseminating agricultural technologies and sharing of 

information was highlighted. The technical partner institutions participated were 

CIMMYT, CABI and FAO. 

During the two days meeting, National Focal Experts have shared the information 

and experiences of prevalence of Fall Armyworm and discussed on the need to take 

preventive measures regarding the entry of Fall Armyworm in countries that have not 

seen the pest attack so far in South Asia. Necessary technologies that can prevent the 

spread of the pest to the new areas, were thoroughly discussed, and aspects of biological 

control and research studies conducted / pest survey information was shared by respective 

countries. In addition, experts also presented the research investments needed for further 

studies on Fall Armyworm control which can support the farming communities for taking 

up necessary preventive measures and for improving their rural livelihoods. The meeting 

was highly interactive and discussions were fruitful as intended to achieve the objectives 

of the meeting. Based on the country status papers presentations and discussions during 

the meeting, key recommendations have emerged from the meeting for consideration by 

SAARC member countries for control of Fall Armyworm through an effective 

mechanism and approach in the region. In the closing session, Director of SAC thanked 

all National Focal Experts for their time and energy that they have spent in gathering 

information, compiling, analyzing and finally formulating in the form of presentations 

and country papers. In the programme on the inaugural day, Dr. N. Bakthavatsalam- 

Director, National Bureau of Agricultural Insect Resources (NBAIR), ICAR, India 

chaired the technical session-1 followed by Dr. Khandakar Shariful Islam, Professor, 

Dept. of Entomology, Bangladesh Agricultural University for the technical session-2. Dr. 

Md. Baktear Hossain, Director SAARC Agriculture Centre chaired the technical session-

3 on the second day. The recommendations were finalized during the meeting. Dr. 

Sreekanth Attaluri, Senior Programme Specialist (Crops) coordinated the entire 

programme. 


